
FACULTY NEWSLETTER
Dear faculty of the School of Data Science,

First of all, I hope everyone has been enjoying the summer break.
Can’t believe that the Fall semester is only one week away. 
In AY 2025-26, the School plans to focus on the following goals that
are well aligned with the university strategic plan. Regarding the
academic programs, the School will welcome the first class of the     
data science Ph.D. program and the undergraduate sports analytics
program this coming Fall   . The School will increase the effort in student recruiting
and enrollment, and continuously refining our existing curricula based on market
needs and student feedback. We will also continue the weekly industry speaker  
series by inviting data scientists from diverse industries to give talks to our           
students. The School will also explore the opportunity to establish new exchange
programs with foreign universities in the coming year.     
Growing the School’s research in data science, identifying/investing in the
core/strategic areas of our faculty’s research, and growing external research
funding will be some of the School’s priorities in the next few years. The School will
continue offering the Summer Seed Grants for Data Science research        to foster
interdisciplinary research projects and collaboration. This past summer, the School
purchased two GPU servers that are featured with 12 NVIDIA H200 GPUs and one
1U Dual Intel Ice Lake 12-bay Storage Server that can host up to 250 TB of data,
which can be accessed by our faculty for research. The School will periodically share
the latest data science research of our faculty on the School website, and host a
series of research seminars that are featured with both internal and external
speakers. 
The School will also continue expanding and strengthening collaborations and
engagement with industry partners. We are excited to welcome three new members
of the School’s industry advisory board this Fall, including Maggie Mebane from the
Hartford Insurance Group, Inc.   , Karen Hegarty  from Novant Health    , and Dan
Reaume from Honeywell   . Our goal is to develop, expand, and deepen more
collaborations with industry partners in all aspects of the School.  
Last but not least, the School receives 7 new offices on the first floor of Colvard  ,
which will be used by our faculty and staff starting from August.
This coming year will be another exciting year with both opportunities and
challenges. I have faith that with the dedication and commitment from all of you,
we can achieve our goals and advance our School to a new level. 

Warm regards,  

Dongsong Zhang, Ph.D.
Interim Executive Director, School of Data Science 

https://sds.charlotte.edu/upcoming-events/
https://sds.charlotte.edu/research/seed-grants-data-science/
https://sds.charlotte.edu/maggie-mebane/
https://sds.charlotte.edu/karen-hegarty/
https://sds.charlotte.edu/people/dan-reaume/
https://datasciencephd.charlotte.edu/tuition-and-fee/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=6386a540-dc45-4367-8777-85950919f4b8


Call for Resources: Help Expand the SDS Ph.D.
Tuition & Funding Webpage!

The School of Data Science (SDS) is enhancing its Tuition and Funding webpage by
compiling a comprehensive list of external fellowship opportunities for Ph.D.
students in Data Science. We need your help! If you know of any relevant graduate
fellowships in Data Science, please share them so we can add them to our existing
External and Internal funding resource pages.

To assist with this effort, we ask you to help gather the
following details for each fellowship: 

� Fellowship Name
� Funding Source
� Application Deadline
� Academic Specialty
� Eligibility Criteria

We have compiled a preliminary list and would greatly appreciate your input in
adding to this list. Please submit your suggestions to Dr. Shaoyu Li    Thank you in
advance for supporting our Ph.D. students in securing valuable funding
opportunities.

SDS Revised TA Allocation Policy for AY 2025-
2026

The School of Data Science TA Allocation Policy has been updated for the 2025-
2026 academic year. The proposed changes were shared during the January 2025
faculty meeting and aim to enhance teaching support by assigning Teaching
Assistants (TAs) and Instructional Assistants (IAs) based on course size and
instructional needs. Undergraduate IAs assist with grading and clerical tasks, while
Master’s TAs and IAs provide faculty support through grading, instructional material
preparation, and office hours. PhD TAs and Instructors of Record (IORs) focus on
direct instruction, including leading recitations and tutoring. TA allocations follow
structured guidelines:

Undergraduate Courses:
35–45 students → 1 MS TA (10 hours/week)
46–60 students → 1 MS TA (20 hours/week)
61–90 students → 1 PhD TA (20 hours/week) OR 1 MS TA
(20 hours/week) + 1 Undergraduate IA (10 hours/week)

https://datasciencephd.charlotte.edu/tuition-funding/
https://datasciencephd.charlotte.edu/tuition-and-fee/
https://datasciencephd.charlotte.edu/sds-funding/
https://datasciencephd.charlotte.edu/sds-funding/
mailto:shaoyu.Li@charlotte.edu
mailto:shaoyu.Li@charlotte.edu


91+ students → 2 MS TAs (20 hours/week each) OR 1 PhD
TA + 1 Undergraduate IA (10 hours/week)

Graduate Courses:
25–35 1 MS (10 hrs/week)
36–60 1 MS (20 hrs/week)
61–90 1 PhD (20 hrs/week) OR 1 MS (20 hrs/week)
91+ 2 MS (20 hrs/week each) OR 1 PhD

Graduate courses follow a similar structure, with increased TA support for larger
classes. Assistants must maintain a 3.0 GPA, enroll in required coursework, and
adhere to a 20-hour weekly work limit. Allocations may vary based on course needs.

Read the full policy document!

Find the full SDS Calendar of Events  on the program website. 

August 6: Last Day of Classes - Summer session
August 7– 8: Final Examinations - Summer session
August 9: Summer Commencement
August 11: Academic Year Begins
August 12: Grades Due by noon - Summer session
August 17: New Student Convocation
August 18: First day of classes - Fall semester
August 22: Data Science Kick-Off Event
August 25: Last day to add/drop course
August 26: Second cancellation for non-payment
September 1: Labor Day – No Classes

Student Events- Faculty Please Join Us!
Data Science Kickoff  : Join us for the School of Data Science’s 3rd Annual Data
Science Kickoff — a fun and informative event to kick off the semester! Free snacks
& t-shirts for all DTSC & SPOA students!  Open to all SDS students- please come
and meet the faculty and staff!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12tEymdJIqGcIYx0f-ACDkM5NjCDdBlkX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108198782410995425927&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://sds.charlotte.edu/upcoming-events/
https://campusevents.charlotte.edu/event/data-science-kickoff?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+North+Carolina+at+Charlotte
https://campusevents.charlotte.edu/event/data-science-kickoff?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+North+Carolina+at+Charlotte


SDS & CCI GRADUATE Student Welcome      : August 15, from 2:00–4:30 PM in    
Woodward Hal l. We’re excited to have DSBA and HIAN students join the School of
Data Science (SDS) and the College of Computing and Informatics (CCI) this fall. If
you haven’t already, RSVP here  and join us for the SDS New Graduate Student
Orientation.

Integrating DataCamp into Your Classroom:
Building Curricular Pathways with DataCamp
August 27, 2025 | 12:00-1:00 PM Colvard

1017
This advanced session will show faculty how to align DataCamp content with course
objectives through customized learning paths, assignments, and projects.

About the presenter: Rick Chakra is an Adjunct Faculty member in the School of
Data Science at UNC Charlotte, where he teaches Applied Machine Learning and
Applied Computer Vision. He is also the Founder and CEO of Armada IQ, an AI
strategy and implementation consultancy. Note: The faculty workshop is
rescheduled for August 27th. More Information to Come.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfBQrDNUbZ8YfCWjCOVP-sQZEkSnqkFonpTVXZlS-hWjFAbA/viewform
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jKKzQUcpHA9pz4v9f1hTAdC3VpYj437Kn1917GrbCATxaqnDDNLNESsd5umJJmKMM8ZzzS75atE3djbtikJZnNiiwM5n9otAlphUIY-lNIw11hotEG1b44k7FZYD0bD7V5GUGZ4pyzj-oFxHyZncyA/4in/FNLf7ZpXQ3miMzfA6PLduA/h1/h001.nIPyKKDMaDv7unGTlfvV-aZTyvdiUpLmH9UmRi6iZOM
https://campusevents.charlotte.edu/event/faculty-workshopsintegrating-datacamp-into-your-classroom-building-curricular-pathways-with-datacamp?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+North+Carolina+at+Charlotte
https://sds.charlotte.edu/directory/rick-chakra/


2025-2026 SDS Faculty Meetings Scheduled:
Friday, September 5, 2025  9:00 - 10:30 am, Colvard 1017
Thursday, November 6, 2025  2:00 - 3:30 pm, location TBD
Friday, February 6, 2026 9:00 - 10:30 am, location TBD
Thursday, April 16, 2026  2:00 - 3:30 pm, location TBD

Dr. Hamed Tabkhi’s proposal has received NSF
funding, with Dr. Shannon Reid as Co-Principal

Investigator
Strengthening Community Safety and Well-being with Ethical, AI-Assisted Video

Solutions
October 1, 2025 - September 30, 2026 (Estimated)

Total Intended Award Amount: $700,000.00

Abstract: City centers nationwide are rapidly evolving from a traditional downtown
into a vibrant “Central Activity District.” Yet, city leaders, small businesses, and
residents lack timely, trustworthy data on how people move through and experience
these public spaces.

This pilot project will convert existing security cameras into privacy-preserving
“urban intelligence sensors.” Instead of transmitting recognizable faces, each



camera’s video is processed on a small computer installed on-site, where people are
represented only as anonymous motion heatmaps. 

The School of Data Science New Faculty
The School of Data Science is excited to welcome our newest

faculty member, Dr. Sijia Qian   . Dr. Qian earned her Ph.D. in

Communication from the University of California, Davis,

specializing in computational social science. Her research

focuses on AI for social good, the social implications of AI, visual

misinformation, and media literacy. Dr. Qian is an expert in

advanced computational methods, including machine learning, computer vision, and

big data analytics. Her work has earned prestigious grants and fellowships, and she

has published extensively in top-tier journals. We are thrilled to have her join our

community this fall and look forward to her contributions to both our research and

curriculum.

SDS Faculty Polos-Request yours Today!
The School of Data Science has experienced significant growth over the past year,
welcoming several new faculty members. When we first launched three years ago,
we provided polo shirts to our joint, affiliate, and adjunct faculty. If you have not
already received a polo in the first round, this is your chance to add to your
wardrobe! Click the link below to fill out the form, and we’ll hand-deliver your SDS
polo before the end of the month.

SDS Polo Form

Tuesday Professional Seminars Begin August
26th at 4:00 pm Please share with your

students!
Each semester, the SDS is pleased to welcome industry professionals and business
partners to meet face-to-face with our students. Seminars are held at the Dubois  
Center from 4:00 to 5:00 pm on Tuesdays.        This semester, we will welcome
representatives from Wells Fargo, SAS, Honeywell, McKinsey, and many other      

https://sds.charlotte.edu/sijia-qian/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSqnuMz4lPQKbOD9aeWt4QnEsoKyyvzn2dsvuZqWnxcGUqXQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSqnuMz4lPQKbOD9aeWt4QnEsoKyyvzn2dsvuZqWnxcGUqXQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://sds.charlotte.edu/upcoming-events/


notable companies. Find the complete list of seminars and Register Here.

Introduction to the Wells Fargo Externship
Program | Tuesday, August 26, 2025

Wells Fargo’s Corporate Risk Externship Program offers full-time students—including
undergraduate seniors, master’s, and Ph.D. candidates—a unique opportunity to
explore careers in Corporate Risk. This is a great opportunity to gain insight into
Wells Fargo and its career paths—while connecting directly with professionals from
the company. 

Responsible AI, AI Bias, and Fairness, and or  AI
Governance, Tuesday, September 2, 2025

Vrushali Sawant, DSBA alum and Data Scientist with SAS, explores the foundational
principles and emerging challenges in building AI systems that are not only powerful
but also trustworthy, fair, and ethically aligned.

https://sds.charlotte.edu/upcoming-events/
https://campusevents.charlotte.edu/event/wells-fargo-externship-program?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+North+Carolina+at+Charlotte
https://campusevents.charlotte.edu/event/vsawant-sas?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+North+Carolina+at+Charlotte


SAS Hackathon
Join curious minds around the world for the 2025 SAS Hackathon, running from
Sept. 15 – Oct. 10. Open to students, developers, startups, and tech partners, this
virtual event invites teams (2–10 members) to solve real-world problems using SAS
Viya. You’ll gain access to a cloud environment, collaborate with mentors, and
retain ownership of your ideas and data. Whether you're joining with classmates,
faculty, or independently, it’s a chance to innovate, build your portfolio, and explore
career opportunities. Learn more & register here!

NC TECH for Brews + Bytes in Charlotte on
Tuesday, August 26

Join NC TECH for Brews + Bytes in Charlotte on Tuesday, August 26, from 4:30 to
6:30 PM at Free Range Brewing (2320 N Davidson St, Charlotte, NC 28205). This
casual networking event is a great opportunity to connect with others in the NC
TECH community. Registration is free for both members and non-members, but
advance registration is required. Register now to reserve your spot!

2025 Summit for Women in Tech – September
17–18, Wilmington, NC

Join NC TECH and presenting sponsor Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina for
the sixth annual Summit for Women in Tech , a destination-style event designed to
inspire, connect, and empower women at all stages of their tech careers.
Registration is now open!

Fleurix- Celebrate women+ in technology,
October 13, 2025 | Fort Mill, SC

Fleurix is a community-driven initiative dedicated to increasing the number of
women+ thriving in tech careers by providing accessible resources, inclusive events,
and a strong sense of belonging. Hosted at Red Ventures in Fort Mill, SC. Apply to
Speak or Register to Attend.

SAS Academic Programs for Educators
This summer, members of the SDS leadership team

https://www.sas.com/sas/events/hackathon/about.html
https://www.sas.com/sas/events/hackathon/register.html#event-timeline
https://www.nctech.org/events/event/2025/brews-bytes-clt-aug.html
https://www.nctech.org/events/event/2025/brews-bytes-clt-aug.html
https://7uekurzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KB5_gnGhltUzLjCYsaW7NJMx8F_6zXDwzpLbYbJlXylHBzX3gtN-0c9XJk2it20qOPz5EGX6WEEkW7UZvHNdOP8vDZCILpkK8NjzOrv1pxobdOPoIXrgNwHBMxi7qE7svvG2N-H4wvippqGpLTGifl-uWcme61rh908i9dGGQ1hnjYYvmxdGMzY0Cq3LdzTnOaelxq_RPOAyvBStFPz0BDPTaHJcNiqd&c=we57FVud_mCPWs2rLo3nJPYTCjIVoXaX0zLLrPbuS_JYnd3LOpPv7w==&ch=b83R2RHTClN-xjmlT97O6jkKiNJ2-gufJfqQXxveT2D9CSEIcO0EvA==
https://7uekurzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KB5_gnGhltUzLjCYsaW7NJMx8F_6zXDwzpLbYbJlXylHBzX3gtN-0c9XJk2it20qOPz5EGX6WEEkW7UZvHNdOP8vDZCILpkK8NjzOrv1pxobdOPoIXrgNwHBMxi7qE7svvG2N-H4wvippqGpLTGifl-uWcme61rh908i9dGGQ1hnjYYvmxdGMzY0Cq3LdzTnOaelxq_RPOAyvBStFPz0BDPTaHJcNiqd&c=we57FVud_mCPWs2rLo3nJPYTCjIVoXaX0zLLrPbuS_JYnd3LOpPv7w==&ch=b83R2RHTClN-xjmlT97O6jkKiNJ2-gufJfqQXxveT2D9CSEIcO0EvA==
https://www.fleurixconf.com/
https://www.fleurixconf.com/cfp
https://ti.to/fleurix/fleurix-2025
https://www.sas.com/en_us/learn/academic-programs/educators.html


met with SAS in Cary, NC to explore new
opportunities for collaboration. We are excited to
announce plans for a special on-campus event —
SAS Day at UNC Charlotte — for faculty, staff, and
students. More details will be shared soon! In the
meantime, faculty can access the full suite of SAS
tools through SAS VIYA. 

Free Altair Resources for SDS Students and
Faculty

Altair offers cutting-edge tools in AI, data analytics,
simulation, and high-performance computing (HPC)—all
free!

Explore these powerful resources: ​
� RapidMiner Platform – A suite of data science tools for seamless data integration
and collaboration. (More info)
� Graph Studio (Anzo)  – Translates complex data into AI-driven insights, optimizing
analytics and generative AI applications.(Video)
� AI Studio   – A user-friendly platform for designing machine learning models,
featuring AutoML, generative AI support, and drag-and-drop workflows.

Unlock your access to these industry-leading tools today!

Data Science Community Newsletter
Published by the ADSA, this is one more resource to keep
in the know for new tools, events, job postings, and
developing trends in data science.

NC TECH Job Trends Summary
The NC Technology Association (NC TECH)       has released its latest IT Job Trends
Dashboard, providing key insights into North Carolina's IT job market. Women in
Tech, scholarships, and leadership programs. For more information, visit the IT Job
Trends Dashboard here.

For more information, visit the IT Job Trends Dashboard here .

https://www.sas.com/en_us/software/viya-for-learners.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/software/viya-for-learners.html
https://altair.com/company
https://altair.com/altair-rapidminer?wvideo=pguiczipdd
https://altair.com/altair-rapidminer?wvideo=pguiczipdd
https://altair.com/altair-graph-studio?wvideo=he7weg82ev
https://altair.com/altair-graph-studio?wvideo=he7weg82ev
https://altair.com/altair-graph-studio?wvideo=he7weg82ev
https://altair.com/generative-ai
https://altair.com/generative-ai
https://altair.com/resource/introduction-to-altair-rapidminer-studio-and-altair-ai-hub-10-2?lang=en&wvideo=huw3o6j0ip
https://academicdatascience.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8872c476bac611c9f4a502e26&id=23797b75c2&e=257307c4dc
https://www.nctech.org/
https://7uekurzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001b8wzaSMbpA1sLmUPWw11qvCHr41q6Zpxgz3k4y_xiPcJynEo8VQSbZYyc4MHLRGGJN1vip0zpWKMrDvzyIxQBxE5qHDjR7tv3Kmk5Iq8PZsiXERJDEh3EdpmxD-OE6UGfBXLR-GzXJlV9R7YBPepEu9Er2q9STk3kKIKXZyYxm12HsgOUmp0jQXNd9_5bpyJ8H4ZdHebQe0=&c=oPB8rQIFY8MGC5hg6q4iCBhOWHVXdlHZ0kWd5bQxNlbTlwnSIPFmsg==&ch=mAloQTHwoYwXqTmHVFO8o3NfG531-iqs2gxpIbIvi-mNHDH37iEN9A==
https://7uekurzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001b8wzaSMbpA1sLmUPWw11qvCHr41q6Zpxgz3k4y_xiPcJynEo8VQSbZYyc4MHLRGGJN1vip0zpWKMrDvzyIxQBxE5qHDjR7tv3Kmk5Iq8PZsiXERJDEh3EdpmxD-OE6UGfBXLR-GzXJlV9R7YBPepEu9Er2q9STk3kKIKXZyYxm12HsgOUmp0jQXNd9_5bpyJ8H4ZdHebQe0=&c=oPB8rQIFY8MGC5hg6q4iCBhOWHVXdlHZ0kWd5bQxNlbTlwnSIPFmsg==&ch=mAloQTHwoYwXqTmHVFO8o3NfG531-iqs2gxpIbIvi-mNHDH37iEN9A==


Other Newsletters and Resources
Suggestions are always welcome- please email lindsay.lennon@charlotte.edu with

any questions or recommendations.

American Medical Informatics Association (AMIA)  SmartBrief’s Newsletter. This
weekly publication shares news and insights about Health informatics.

Data Science Community Newsletter- Published by the ADSA,
this is one more resource to keep in the know for new tools,
events, job postings, and developing trends in data science.
Download this month’s newsletter here.

Data Science Current- A monthly newsletter from the Data Science
Council of America.

empowHERed- Focuses on women in the sports industry they offer webinars,
a newsletter, and networking events to our Mentor Program and Career
Pipeline.

Essential Data- From Data Leaders, a global data solutions firm, targeted to
Chief Data Officers.

KDnuggets- KDnuggets is an online site for Data Science,
Machine Learning, AI, and Analytics, edited by Matthew Mayo.
KD stands for Knowledge Discovery.

Kaggle- Kaggle, owned by Google LLC, is a platform and
community for data scientists and machine learning practitioners.
Users can discover and share datasets, create models in a web-based
environment, collaborate with others, and compete in data science challenges.

Medium- Medium is an open-source online publishing
platform where anyone can publish and share insightful
perspectives and useful knowledge. It has a wide-ranging offering of topics
including Programming, Data Science, Technology, self-improvement,
Machine Learning, etc. In addition to their website, they also publish a daily e-
newsletter.

National Consortium for Data Science (NCDS) - The National
Consortium for Data Science (NCDS) brings together academia,
industry, and government to tackle 21st-century data challenges.
It aims to leverage digital data for creating jobs, advancing healthcare,
making scientific discoveries, and giving industries a competitive edge.

SouthBDHub- The monthly newsletter contains a listing of
news, events, and opportunities in data science, analytics,
engineering, and policy. A selection of stories and
announcements are below.  

https://amia.org/?utm_campaign=smartbrief&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=email&utm_term=header
https://academicdatascience.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8872c476bac611c9f4a502e26&id=23797b75c2&e=257307c4dc
https://mailchi.mp/academicdatascience/dscn-17377734?e=f087a7fb72
https://www.datasciencecurrent.com/go/r/33/b/159/t/24288990/e/678430/u/13089203
https://www.myempowhered.com/about-us
https://www.myempowhered.com/about-us
https://dataleaders.net/
https://www.kdnuggets.com/
https://www.kaggle.com/
https://medium.com/
https://datascienceconsortium.org/
https://southbigdatahub.org/


Follow us on social media!

      

University of North Carolina at Charlotte Data Science Initiative | 9201 University City
Boulevard | Charlotte, NC 28223 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.facebook.com/UNCCharlotteSDS
https://www.instagram.com/CLTDataScience/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/unc-charlotte-school-of-data-science/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnQhIfZ4M0QQdIX0zQNEVIkg_QW99ezS5
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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